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The Holy Spirit in the Human Spirit
this series of messages we will be discussing the accumulative evi
I n dence
of the Word of God. Our prayer and purpose is to discover
more fully what is the height, depth, length and breadth of the love
of God, which is anchored in Jesus Christ. We want to discover the
fulness of our salvation and the true spiritual content of our faith.
To this end in Ephesians 3: 14-19 the Amplified New Testament states:
" For this reason [ seeing the greatness of this plan by which you are
built together in Christ], I bow my knees before the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ. For Whom every family in heaven and on earth
is named-[ that Father] from Whom all fatherhood takes its title
and derives its name. May He grant you out of the rich treasury of
His glory to be strengthened and reinforced with mighty power in
the inner man by the [Holy] Spirit [Himself] indwelling your
innermost being and personality. May Christ through your faith
[actually] dwell--settle down, abide, make His permanent home-in
your hearts! May you be rooted deep in love and founded securely
on love, That you may have the power and be strong to apprehend
and grasp with all the saints [God's devoted people, the experience of
that love] what is the breadth and length and height and depth
[ of it]; [That you may really come] to know--practically, through
experience for yourselves-the love of Christ, which far surpasses mere
knowledge [ without experience];
that you may be filled [ through
all your being] unto all the fullness of God-[that is] may have
the richest measure of the divine Presence, and become a body wholly
filled and flooded with God Himself!"
Now isn't that a tremendous spiritual application? This is God's
program for you and for me, as we put our trust in the Lord Jesus
Christ: that we may be filled through all our being unto all the
fullness of God. It is His plan that we may have the richest measure
of His divine presence and become a body wholly filled and flooded
wth God Himself.
The very purpose for which the Lord Jesus Christ came into the
world was that you and I might be able to receive this true spiritual
content of our faith. It is none other than the divine presence of God
Himself, clothing His deity with our humanity. This is true Christian
ity and reveals what it means to be at peace with God, enjoying
the fullness of our true vocation as man. I am thoroughly convinced
that we shall never understand fully that to which we have been
saved until we understand that from which we have been saved. I
am also and further convinced that we shall never understand that
from which we have been saved until we know that position from
which man fell into sin and what God had in mind when He made
man. In order to understand redemption and regeneration through
the new birth we need to have an understanding of the doctrine of
man. As an aside, may we say that doctrine is something which
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unfortunately is too little stressed today. Certainly the Communists
don't evade the issue. They indoctrinate their followers making certain
that all who adhere to their philosophy comprehend the precepts which
are taught. In these days it is incumbent upon us more than ever
to have an intelligent God-instructed reason for the hope that is
within us. Our purpose is to djscover the foundational truths of our
faith that we too may have an intelligent reason for the hope that is
within us. So let us understand something about man as God intended
man to be.
For instance, in the few verses we have read, Paul's concern and
prayer for the Ephesian convert is that he might be strengthened
with might by God's Spirit in the inner man; that Christ might
dwell in his heart. To some that may seem like just a repetition.
Surely, some would conjecture, to have Christ in the inner man is
one and the same thing as having Christ in the heart. But in reality
it isn't one and the same thing. "Your inner man" refers to
human spirit, "Your heart" refers to your soul. Strange as it may seem
it is possible to have the Lord Jesus Christ by His Spirit indwelling
your human spirit, your jnner man, without allowing the Lord Jesus
Christ to have complete access to your human soul, your heart.
What happens when a man is first redeemed? He claims cleansing
through the shed blood of Christ which reconciles him to a holy God
because Christ died for him. God restores to the sinner that which was
forfeited when Adam fell into sin. This comes through the indwelling
presence of His Holy Spirit within the human spirit. Ths is the reason
why there are constant references in the Word of God to receiving
life in Christ. " For God so loved the world, that He gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life." "He that hath the Son hath life, but he that
hath not the Son of God hath not life." "Jesus said, Verily, verily, I
say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that
sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation;
but is passed from death unto life." The record of God in Christ
initially is to restore life, life which is divine, life which is eternal,
and life which can only be restored to the human spirit when that
which forfeited life, sin, has been dealt with to God's holy satisfaction.
When you accepted Christ as the sin-bearer, the Redeemer, the Son
of God that taketh away the sins of the world, God brings the indwell
ing presence of His Holy Spirit, He comes instantly, in that moment
of time, to take up residence within your human spirit. Your body
becomes inhabited by God. In First Corinthians 3: 16 the human
body is described as the temple of the living God, the house in which
He lives on earth today. To have the Holy Spirit brought to your
human spirit is regeneration. This is what the Bible calls being born
again as you receive eternal spiritual life from God. But alas, it is
all too sadly true that it is possible for you and for me to receive
the Holy Spirit into the inner man, the human spirit, without allow5

ing Him to invade fully the whole area of our mind, emotions and
will. In this regard our human personality is not captivated or made
totally submissive to the Holy Spirit. God's purpose is nothing less
than that in body, soul, spirit, mind, emotions and will, you and I
might be filled or flooded with His own holy presence.

Lord Jesus, teach us that there is so much more than having life.
Thou hast not only graciously given us life but given us life that
that life may attain supremacy within our souls and make our bodies
the human vehicle of Thy divine life. This we pray in Jesus' name.
Amen.

The Soul and the Spirit of Man
n First Thessalonians 5:2-3, 24 we read what man was like when God
made him: "And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and
I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Ghrist. Faithful is he that calleth
you, who also will do it."
It is important to notice the order in which man is described:
spirit, soul and body. So far as God is concerned, it is the spirit of man
that is the most important part of him. In point of fact, however, the
average individual hardly mentions his spirit. He is hardly even
aware or conscious that he has a spirit. How frequently we hear man
talking about keeping his body and soul together. That is what a man
goes out to work for; he goes out to earn sufficient money to buy
sufficient bread to keep body and soul together. He toils to put clothes
on his back, a bed to rest in at night, and a roof over his car to save
his poor legs from getting tired. Yes, above all else, man wants to
keep body and soul together.
Now, man may not be sure what his soul is, but he knows vaguely
that once the soul leaves the body, people are in the habit of burying
the corpse. For this reason he tries to keep body and soul together.
Man devotes most of his life to satisfying the animal needs, the animal
appetites and the animal comforts of his body. But now, the human
spirit is that part of man which, so far as God is concerned, is the
most important part of him. To be sure, the body is the most tangible
part.
So let us think for a moment about this amazing house which
God has given all of us in which we live. The body is the house
in which we exist. And every form of created life has a house to live
in, whether it is vegetable life, animal life or human life. God has
given us a house which is very beautifully and wonderfully made.
It is by virtue of the fact that I have just such a house in which to
live that I can convey my thoughts to your thoughts by the use of
my thoracic muscles. I increase and decrease my thoracic cavity and
use it as a bellows which produces a drop of air, that crosses my vocal
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chords, that sets up certain vibrations that are conveyed through the
atmosphere.
Now there is nothing sinful, in itself, about the human body.
God gave it to us; He has ordered it and it is His gift to us. There
may be something very sinful about the way we use the human body,
but there is nothing sinful about the body itself. My hand in one
moment may be outstretched to lift a child that is fallen. In the
next moment it may take a dagger and plunge it into another man's
heart. In this case, it isn't my hand that is sinful, but rather the
way in which I use that hand. So never think of your body as some
thing sinful. It's a little bit confusing to read of the body in the Bible
because there is a term used called "the flesh ." This, however, does
not refer to the human body. To avoid confusion, bear in mind the
fact that the word "flesh" in the Bible can on one occasion mean "the
human body," without any insidious suggestion of sinfulness. On
another occasion, however, it may refer to a principle within us that
denotes Satanic origin, the old Adamic nature.
The body is something God thought of, that God made, and that
God gave to us: the house in which we live. Vegetable life too has
a house to live in. Yet there is a distinction between a vegetable and
an animal. That which distinguishes vegetable life from animal life
is the provision of a motivating mechanism, a capacity to calculate,
a capacity to react, and a capacity to exercise choice. This capacity
to think, to react, and to decide is what the Bible calls "the soul." This
describes, as far as man is concerned, the human heart. Now surprising
as it may seem to you, even the animal kingdom is credited with
a soul. In Genesis 1:30 we read: "And to every beast of the earth, and
to every fowl of the air, and to everything that creepeth upon the
earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat:
and it was so." The word "life" in the Hebrew is "a living soul."
This is exactly the same term that is used for the human soul. For
instance, Genesis 2: 7 tells us that, "The Lord God formed man of
the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life; and man became a living soul." This is exactly the same word
that is used for the beasts of the earth, the fowls of the air and every
thing that creepeth upon the earth. This refers to the life mechanism
that God has given to us which distinguishes us from the vegetable
kingdom. The trees in the garden do not get aggravated with their
neighbors. That is one of the advantages of being a vegetable. I suppose
on the other hand the tree doesn't fall in love with the bush on the
wall. That is one of the disadvantages of being a vegetable.
You see, God has given to the animal kingdom a motivating
mechanism, a power to calculate, a power to react emotionally, and
a power to exercise will. As much as it may hurt our dignity to
imagine so, even a dog has this same capacity. It recognizes its master
as opposed to a stranger. It knows that you have the right to come
through the front door, but at the same time, it knows that the man
7

climbing into the back window in the dead of night doesn't have that
right. The dog expresses opinions about that matter by using its teeth
in the area of the seat of the pants. This, and of course much more,
is all in the area of a doggish soul.
There is something, however, that distinguishes a man from an
animal. You see, God has given to man alone that which he hasn't
given to any other form of created life. This is called the human spirit.
The human spirit is the unique capacity that God has given to man
to receive, to know and to enjoy Himself. The human spirit is
described in the book of Proverbs 20:27 as "the candle," or "the light
of the Lord." "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God and the Word was God. All things were made by him and
without him was not anything made that was made. In him was life
and the life was the light of men." It was the presence of the eternal
Word, the presence of deity within the human spirit, that switched
the light on and made man what God intended him to be.

Oh, Lord, we thank Thee for Thy love toward us. Teach us Thy
truth that sets man free for Thy name's sake. Amen.

Turning on the Lamp
n our last message, we spoke of the fact that "The spirit of man
is the candle of the Lord" as stated in Proverbs 20: 27. The word
candle simply means "a lamp." Now, a lamp doesn't produce light,
but is simply created with the capacity to receive that which, working
in and through it, produces light, and without which the lamp can
produce nothing. In other words, the lamp is wholly dependent upon
that which working in it and through it enables it to perform the
function for which it was created. As the electricity enables the lamp
to function, so the Holy Spirit imparted by God to the human spirit,
enables man to function as man. In the book of Zechariah chapter 12
and verse 1, we read: "The Lord ... formeth the-spirit of man within
him." When God created man He gave him his body, the house in
which to live; He gave him his motivating mechanism, his soul, his
mind, his emotions, and his will; and He then gave him the lamp. The
lamp is switched on when God in the person of His Holy Spirit comes
to indwell the human spirit. The Holy Spirit instructs the mind of
man and and fills the mind of man with God.
God alone is righteous. But the righteousness of God is seen in
action on earth when, clothed with the humanity of redeemed man,
created by God to be inhabited by God, he yields his whole human
personality to the sovereign jurisdiction of the Spirit of the living
God who indwells him within his human spirit. Man, as God made
him in his innocency, understood this. The Psalmist asks, "What is
man that thou art mindful of him?" The answer that is given is
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this, "Thou hast created him to have dominion and to exercise author
ity." The authority that man is to exercise over all the works of God's
hands, however, is a borrowed relationship. God is love, and the only
thing that can quite satisfy love js love. That's why God gave to man
a free will, with a capacity to choose. If he had not, man would
simply have been a robot, an impersonal machine, just an automaton.
Man as man could never have satisfied the nature of God. Love must
be satisfied by love that reciprocates. I can woo and hope that my love
for another will be reciprocated to me, but I cannot demand it.
Now God created you with a maximum capacity to exercise choice.
This qualifies you to reciprocate to God the love God expresses to
you. God made this clear to man when He created him. You are what
you are by virtue of what He is in you. By losing God, man lost
everything. The Lord declared, "In the day that you sin you will
die." Now, of course, if man had the capacity to choose, there had
to be a place in which choice could be exercised. This is the meaning
of the tree in the garden. God said, "You ar e what you are by virtue
of what I am in you. Lose me and you will lose everything. But you
do not need to lose me. If ever you should decide that you want to
to repudiate this love and life, then you have to exercise your choice
to that end. You do not have to do anything to remain in life, but
you do have to do something if you want to die. If you want to die,
just eat of the fruit of that tree. The tree is going to be a memorial
between you and me. So long as you refrain, I know that you want
to remain in this relationship of life toward me. In the day that
you eat of the fruit of that tree, however, I will know that you want
to repudiate this relationship. In that day I will withdraw my fellow
ship, because in repudiating your love toward me you will at the
same time be repudiating your dependence upon me. You will be
asserting your faith in the fact that I am not necessary for your
existence as man."
Now this is exactly the devil's lie. In the Adamic temptation, the
Satanic lie was this: "Has God said that you are what you are only
by virtue of what God is in you? God is your life, but if you lose Him,
you lose everything, is a foolish lie," the devil said. "That's childish
nonsense," he satanically pointed out, "God is deceiving you. You are
what you are by virtue of what you are, and not by virtue of what
God is in you. You can lose God," said the devil, "and lose nothing.
For the first time, you will be free. For the first time, you will be
able to stand unashamed on your own feet. You will be able to carve
your own destiny, to plan out your own future. You will be king in
your own kingdom. All you need to do is to repudiate God. Have the
moral courage to step out onto the golden shores of self-sufficiency. "
This was the Satanic lie and this was the lie that man believed.
So, in the day that Adam believed the lie and repudiated his depen
dence upon God, he repudiated his love toward God. He stepped out
of this self-love relationship, a love that was previously declared by
9

his attitude of total dependence upon God. But, did Adam die the day
he ate of the tree? No. The following morning he was certainly alive.
Physically, he was still active; soulishly, he was still active for he
could think, he could react emotionally, he could exercise his will.
Oh yes, physically, he was alive and soulishly, he was active, but
in the day that Adam sinned, God removed the Holy Spirit from the
human spirit and the light went out!
Would you in this moment alienate the lamp in your life from
the Light of life? Your life would still be a lamp but it would cease
to function by the divine Light. Your life would be dark and dead.
That was the awful thing that happened in the day that Adam turned
from God to sin. Adam lost God and in losing God, he lost everything.
It was to restore man from his awful condition of spiritual destitution
that God sent His Son. "I am come," said the Lord Jesus, "that you
might have life, and that you might have it more abundantly."

Our blessed God, help us to understand the reason the Lord Jesus
Christ came into this world
to redeem man as He died upon a cross,
bearing our sins that man might be restored to God as a forgiven
sinner. This we pray in Jesus' name. Amen.

Back from the Dead
s we have endeavored to point out carefully, man was created to
be inhabited by God. Man was created to be man by virtue of
what God was in him. In the day that Adam sinned and forfeited
the divine presence, he ceased to be fully man. In a sense he became
part human, physically alive, soulishly active, but spiritually dead.
Spiritually, he was destitute of the divine content that makes man
truly man. In Ephesians 2: 1, 4, we read: "And you hath he quickened,
who were dead in trespasses and sins; Wherein in time past ye walked
according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of
disobedience." You were dead, but God quickened you. "But, God,
who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even
when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ,
(by grace ye are saved)" Ephesians 2:4, 5. Here we see at once the
definition of salvation God gives in the Bible. It is to be raised from
the dead and raised from a state of lifelessness.
To these Christians who had been raised from a state of lifelessness
by the regeneration of eternal life, Paul says in Ephesians 4: 18 "Hav
ing the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God
through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of
their heart." If you do not have that verse underlined in your Bible
you should underscore it. "Alienated from the life of God." This is
the characteristic, the stock, and the whole life of every unconverted
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man, woman or child. Every child born into this world is born in
this same condition of total absolute spiritual destitution, cut off,
severed and alienated from the life of God. This is the first consequence
of man's fall into sin. As we have pointed out, man deliberately
repudiated moral choice. Man forfeited the presence of God. Therefore,
the Holy Spirit of the Garden of Eden was withdrawn from the human
spirit and the lamp went out. Into what a dismal darkness was this
world plunged by such an awful fateful choice of our first forebears.
But, remember, that which distinguished man from animal is his
spiritual capacity by the human spirit to receve the Holy Spirit or
the presence of God.
Throughout the seventh chapter of Romans, Paul speaks of the
sin principle of Satanic origin which was established by Satan's pres
ence within man's soul. In the day of the forfeiture of God's presence,
man's whole human personality became available to be inhabited,
not now by God, but by an agency of Satan himself. In this, the
whole of man's human personality was laid bare, to be prostituted
by the devil for his own wicked end. That's why in I John 3:8
we read: "He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth
from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested,
that he might destroy the works of the devil." This is what made the
fall of man such an awful catastrophy. Not only was man deprived
of the divine presence, but also his human personality was invaded
by Satan himself. Now, the delicate mechanism of the human person
ality which God had created for Himself became the very instrument
or tool of the devil to produce sin and rebellion toward God. You see,
when God expresses what He is through you and me, that's righteous
ness, but when Satan expresses what he is through man, that's sinful
ness. God not only has to deal with what we have done but also He
has to deal with what we are as sinners. Herein we find the problem
God had to solve at Calvary.

Oh, how we thank Thee, Lord Jesus, that God has come incarnate
in the flesh to bring His blessed presence back to our lives. May we
make our lives again to be our lamp day by day for His sake. Amen.

The Evil from Within
should be carefully stated and clearly understood that sin is a
I t prostitution
of the human personality by the devil himself. Some
may think that statement is a little bit extravagant. Perhaps you would
say that I am being somewhat severe. In the sixth chapter of Genesis,
verse 5, we read: "God saw that the wickedness of man was great
in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil continually."
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Remember that the heart is the human personality of the mind,
emotion and will. In other words, the mind of man was created to
be inhabited by the mind of God, but it became prostituted by sin
and was filled only with evil continuously. The imagination of man's
heart is evil from his youth. You don't have to teach a boy's imagina
tion to make it evil. David makes a great confession as he declared,
"Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity and cleanse me from my
sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before
me. Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in
thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and
be clear when thou judgest. Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in
sin did my mother conceive me." Here is a noble character, a man
well beloved, a great statesman, a great poet, a great king, and yet
one who had to make this awful self-discovery that filled his soul
with bitterness. Here was a man who discovered that he had within
his heart depths of wickedness. He acknowledged that he was capable
of murder by proxy as the price of committing adultery. He discovered
that evil was all there was within his own heart. He had to admit
that he didn't learn sin from anybody. He declared rightfully, "In
sin did my mother conceive me." David knew that if he was ever to
be something different it would have to be because God did something
new for him, giving him what, by nature, he didn't possess.
This is exactly what the Lord Jesus Christ tells us in Mark 7:20-23,
"That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man. For from
within, out of the heart of men, · proceed evil thoughts, adulteries,
fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lacivi
ousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: all these evil things
come from within, and defile the man." In other words, the Lord
Jesus says that no matter how clean the bucket may be, you can
only get dirty water from a dirty well. Not only through the fall
of man into sin did he forfeit the divine presence, but also there was
established within his soul the Satanic agency. This sin principle came
by virtue of that which the devil himself has been able to be incarnate
in all his wickedness in terms of man's behaviour.
The Lord Jesus told the Pharisees, "Ye are of your father the
devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do." The Lord was thus
telling the Pharisees, "Your humanity becomes the vehicle through
which Satan expresses his evil acts and desires. He is a murderer and
he wants to kill. You are the one who now is available to him to do
what he desires. " You see, the problem God has to resolve is not just
the question of the puny consequences of sin, but also it is the punish
ment for sin. God in Christ didn't design simply to get you to heaven.
God's purpose in Christ goes far deeper than that. Salvation by grace
is not only to save you from the penalty of sin but also to save you
from the power of sin on the earth. When we first come to the Lord
Jesus Christ and receive Him as Saviour, it is because the Holy Spirit
12

has convicted us of the fact that the things which we have done are
wrong.
We are not sinners because we have committed sin. Rather we
commit sin because we are sinners. An apple tree is not an apple
tree because it bears apples. It bears apples because it is an apple
tree. You can strip all the apples off an apple tree and call it any
other kind of tree you like but if you come by later, you will not find
pears, or plums. You will find apples because it is an apple tree. When
you were born into this world, there was reigning within you a sin
principle that will never change. It is rotten through and through.
It is of Satanic origin. It is what the Bible calls "the flesh." If you
were to live to be a hundred years of age, you would have within
you, by virtue of this alien agent, the Satanic origin, and just as much
capacity for evil as you have today. But I want to tell you this to your
encouragement: God has absolutely no expectation of blessing our
flesh. He has no expectation of its jmprovement. God never expected
the flesh to be cured or to be changed. That is why, when the Lord
Jesus Christ died, he not only died to pay the penalty of your sins, but
also He rose again from the dead to justify us. By His divine Spirit,
He inhabits your human spirit to make you over to be what He is.
And in turn He takes the place of what you are. What a wonderful
salvation! Think of it! A Saviour who died for what you have done
and who rose again to take the place of what you are, to be your
very righteousness.

Lord Jesus, how we thank Thee for Thy obedience that led to the
cross, that led Thee lo the place where Thou wast made sin for us.
How we thank Thee that when Thou didst go to death Thou didst take
us with Thee that we might be buried with Thee to become the heirs
of new life, Thy life. May the victorious life be our purpose and deter
mination, we pray for Thy name's sake. Amen.

The First Word of the Gospel
it is true that because of the sin of man God withdrew the
W hile
Holy Spirit from the human spirit, yet God hasn't changed His
mind about sin. He still has the same attitude towards it, by obvious
fact that He can and will only bring the Holy Spirit to the human
spirit when sin has been dealt with completely and is eternally satis
fied. That is why the Lord Jesus came into this world. The Saviour
didn't come just to live a very wonderful, beautiful life that would
serve to be a perfect example for you and for me to follow. Such a
pattern would have filled us with untold frustration because of this
indwelling sin principle, this root of evil, within us. Because of our
Adamic natures, we would be totally incompetent of following the
example of Jesus Christ.
13

The minimum demand that God's righteousness makes upon us
only serves to condemn us. The Bible tells us quite plainly that the
law says only to "shut our mouths" and to plead guilty. Romans 3: 19,
20: "Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to
them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and
all the world may become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds
of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law
is the knowledge of sin." Here we see that the law exposes sin. The
law shows me up for the sinner that I am. By placing my life side
by side with this expression of the minimum demand of God's right
eousness, I know myself at once to be less than what God demands of
me. By this standard ·of God, I am immediately proven guilty. I am
convinced of the fact that I am a sinner.
In Galatians we learn that the law was our schoolmaster to bring
us unto Christ that we might be justified by faith. Now what was
the schoolmaster to teach us? The law, God's righteousness expressed
in terms of that law, was given to teach us that we are sinners, to
teach us that we fall hopelessly short of the minimum demand God
makes of us in righteousness. The life of the Lord Jesus Christ on earth
over nineteen hundred years ago was a glorious complete fulfillment
of God's perfect law. Romans 10:4 tells us that the Lord Jesus Christ
was the end of the law to righteousness. In other words, He was the
last word in righteousness. For 33 years in His sinless humanity He
satisfied every demand that the law could ever make upon Him. The
life of the Lord Jesus Christ and the righteous demand it makes are
one and the same thing. His life was a fulfillment of the law. If the
law can only condemn me, then the life of Jesus Christ can only
condemn me, for His life is a fulfillment of the law that condemns
me. But, you see, Jesus Christ didn't live that kind of a life in His
sinless humanity simply to present to me a model, an example, or a
pattern. He lived that type of life so that He might be qualified to die
the kind of death that could redeem and reconcile me to God. If Jesus
Christ had sinned, then He could only have paid the price for His own
sin. In this respect He could only have satisfied God's law concerning
His own righteousness. But in Christ there was no sin. The Father
could look down from heaven upon His Son in all the human relation
ships of life, from the cradle to the cross and say, "This is my beloved
Son in whom I am well pleased." He was complete and absolute in
His manhood as well as in His deity. Christ was all that God intended
man to be for He was perfect Son of man as well as Son of God. By
virtue of this fact the Lord was qualified to lay His sinless life down
on behalf of the Father. His life qualified for the death He died. The
Bible tells us that God "made Him to be sin for us who knew no sin
that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him." He suffered
"the just for the unjust that He might bring us to God."
What actually happened on the Cross? Was it simply that there
was imputed at Calvary, credited to the Lord Jesus your guilt, your
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sin and mine, and there was executed in His sinless person, all our
unrighteousness. God simply in His eternal economy identified us
with His Son, as He executed the sentence that He had already passed
upon sin in the person of Jesus Christ. The Saviour was delivered for
our offenses; He was raised again for our justification. The first word
of the Gospel God offers you and me is the word of "reconciliation,"
a word that invites us to come. Our salvation is through the vicarious
sufferings of Jesus Christ as we are reconciled to the God who made
us. God is willing to accept us as those whose debts have been paid,
whose penalty has been completely settled once and for all by the
atoning death of His Son. When you and I first come to the Lord
Jesus Christ it is as self-confessing sinners who know ourselves to be
guilty and alienated from the life of God. God is prepared to accept
us back to Himself because of the finished work of Christ on Calvary's
Cross. He is willing to credit or to impute to us now His complete
righteousness. As Christ was clothed with our sinfulness, as He died
upon the cross so you and I may be now clothed with His righteous
ness, as by faith we take and make it our own, we have eternal life.
When we receive this newness of life, it is incumbent upon the
Father, for His Son's sake, to give to us that which sin, now forgiven,
had forfeited. That is why the moment you accept Christ as your
Saviour this acceptance by God of you as a forgiven sinner is sealed
by the gift to you of the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 1 :6, 7 tells us that
we have received the adoption of children, "To the praise of the glory
of his grace wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. In
whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of His grace." In the 13th verse of this same
chapter we read of the sealing by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit
of promise was "the earnest" or the down payment, the guarantee
of our inheritance. No sooner are you cleansed from your guilt through
the shed blood of Christ than God brings to you that which Adam
forfeited through sin, even the Holy Spirit. Instead of being unin
habited, you become inhabited by God. Your body now becomes the
temple of the Holy Spfrit and you are alive spiritually. God's life has
been imparted to you by the Holy Spirit. God's life by the Holy
Spirit to you, is called in the Bible "new birth," or regeneration. This
is God's first gift to you and to me in Christ. To be sure, it is a gift.
We do not deserve it. It was paid for by the substitutionary death of
Christ on the Cross. Have you ever taken this gift?

Lord Jesus, we do thank Thee for Thy love to us. W e thank Thee
that Thou hast made it possible for us to receive what we do not
deserve. We thank Thee for the joy and peace that we may have in
our hearts through peace with God. We pray our lives may be
victorious in this blessed contemplation, for we ask it in Jesus' name.

Amen.
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Taking and Saying "Thanks"
he filling of the Holy Spirit is the Christian's wonderful privilege.
In Ephesians 5: 18, Paul exhorts us: "Be not drunk with wine,
wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit." Remember that to be
filled with the Holy Spirit simply means that you have allowed Him to
establish the Christ rule within your mind, your emotions and your
will. Your whole human personality has now been completely yielded
by you so that the Holy Spirit may fill you with Christ. Your whole
humanity now becomes an expression of what the Lord is. That is
exactly what it means to be filled with the Holy Spirit so that by
your obedience and your faith you are allowing Christ to be Himself.
Sanctification is the measure in which you allow Him to be what He
is in you.
In the 19th verse of this same chapter, we are exhorted, "Speaking
to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord." In other words, "incorri
gibly cheerful, wonderfully happy, enjoying a joy which is unspeak
able and full of glory." In verse 20 we are told, "Giving thanks always
for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ." One of the marks of a man or woman filled with the Holy
Spirit is that he gives thanks always. This should be characteristic
of your life as a Christian. To the Philippians Paul said, "Rejoice
in the Lord alway: and again I say, rejoice." In verse six of chapter
four: "Be careful [anxious] for nothing; but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known unto God, And the peace of God, which passeth all understand
ing, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." With
thanksgiving we are to make our prayers and supplications known.
Christ Jesus lives in you, and in Him dwells all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily. All good riches in glory are vested in the person of
God's Son. He lives in you and through Him God will supply all
your need (Phil. 4: 19). So "Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do
all in the name of the Lord Jesus; giving thanks to God and the
Father by him" (Col. 3:17).
I think that the Bible leaves no doubt as to what our attitude is
to be at all times and under all circumstances. It is to be one of
overflowing thankfulness to the One who being in us is adequate for
whatever situation could ever arise. Do you remember what David
said in the 116th Psalm? He asks the question, "What shall I render
unto the Lord for all of His benefits toward me?" He wonders how he
can repay God. He finally comes to this conclusion, "I will take the
cup of salvation and call upon the name of the Lord." He says, "I
will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call upon the
name of the Lord." He is declaring, "The only thing I can do to
render something to God for all of His benefits toward me is to take
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them and say 'thank you.'" Will you remember this? This is the
only way you too can render something to God for what He has done
for you. You can take it and say "thank you." You can receive the
Lord Jesus Christ in His atoning death that reconciled you to God
and say "thank You." You can also take Him in His glorious indwell
ing resurrection all sufficiency and say "thank You."
The Lord Jesus told us that as the Father sent Him so He would
send us; that as He walked upon earth so we are to walk upon earth.
This is the principle by which the Lord Jesus, the perfect God-man,
lived and walked and worked upon earth more than 1900 years ago.
The 6th chapter of John's Gospel reveals how the Lord Jesus was
suddenly confronted with a great need. There was a vast company
of people before Him who were hungry. They had nothing to eat.
When Jesus lifted up His eyes He saw a great company coming. He
said, "Whence shall we buy bread that these may eat?" Philip
answered him, "Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient
for them, that every one of them may take a little." But the Lord
Himself takes care of the need with such little tokens as we commit
to Him. Jesus took the few loaves and fishes that the lad gave to
Him, and when He had given thanks, He distributed them to the
disciples. The Lord acted on the same principle upon which He asks
you and me to act. He took the little that was brought to Him. He
presented the food to the Father and He gave thanks. He stood back
to see the Father, whom He said dwelt within Him, to do the work
and accomplish the miracle to meet the need.
In the 11th chapter of John's Gospel we read that our Lord was
standing at the tomb of Lazarus. He told those nearby to roll away
the stone. The people complained because Lazarus already had been
dead four days and the smell of decaying flesh was already upon
him. But finally they took away the stone. Jesus then lifted up His
eyes and said, "Father, I thank Thee that Thou hast heard me."
Then He cried, "Lazarus, come forth." Here we see that He lifted up
his eyes in the face of death and simply said, " Father I thank Thee."
Then, he raised the dead. Don't you see that as you and I walk moment
by moment in this simple childlike attitude of dependence in every
situation, raising our hearts to the Lord Jesus who dwells within us,
and heartily saying "thank You," we too, may raise the dead? His
life will flow through us in quickening impact.

We thank Thee, Lord Jesus, for this wonderful provision that Thou
has made for us that we may live and move and have our being in
Thee. We want Thee to have Thine inheritance in us, for Thy name's
sake. Amen.
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Dying With Christ
emotion and will all brought into subjection to the Christ
M ind,
rule, produce true soul harmony. This is the real peace of God
that passeth all understanding. But what is it then that so often
disturbs our peace? The trouble is that although the Lord Jesus Christ
has come to indwell us by His Holy Spirit from the moment we have
received Him as our Redeemer, His entry into our lives does not go
unchallenged. You and I were born having within us an alien
sovereignty called "the flesh."
"For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against
the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot
do the things that ye would" (Galatians 5: 17). Here the flesh, a
symbol of Satanic origin within us, is diametrically opposed to the
Holy Spirit, the divine agency. As soon as the Holy Spirit seeks to
establish the sovereignty of Christ, and establish the Christ rule in your
mind, emotion and will, this is challenged by "the flesh." Satan is
the one who all too long has held sway over your soul. What are you
to do? Fight against the flesh, try to subdue it? No. You will soon
discover if you try to do that, that the flesh is much stronger than
you are.
What God teaches us about this is most important. When the
Lord Jesus died upon the cross, He not only died for you, but, in a
way that I could never hope to explain, you died with Him. When
you give yourself to the Lord Jesus, it isn't that you might dedicate
what you are to His service. When you give yourself to the Lord Jesus,
it is that He may take you to the place where He died, the cross,
and bury you! Actually without question or controversy, that is all
you are fit for and that is all I am fit for. By nature, apart from what
Christ is in us, we are rotten through and through. If only we would
learn this important fact, if only we would be prepared to accept the
truth and confess to the fact that in this wicked life, the sin principle
that has dominated us for so long contains no good thing, we would
know victory sooner. We have been at enmity with God; our lives
are utterly depraved. We are completely spiritually bankrupt. God
says that in our flesh dwells no good thing. He tells us that no flesh
will ever glory in His presence. The only thing that the Lord Jesus
Christ can do when you give yourself to Him is to take you to the
place of death and bury you. But my, what a wonderful thing this is!
The moment He takes you for what you are by nature as the fallen
seed of the fallen Adam, to the place of death and burial, He also raises
you. It is He, Himself who is to live in you. He takes your place in
spiritual death. When you are redeemed, you are clothed with Him.
You are clothed with His righteousness which is imputed to you. This
perfect righteousness is credited to your account. You are clothed
completely with Him. But when He, risen from the dead, comes by
the Holy Spirit to occupy you, then He is clothed with you! This 1s
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called "imparted righteousness." He is the One who alone has the
right to live in and through you.
Just as the death of Christ for your redemption only became
operative and experiential when you accepted the Gift and thanked
God for it, so also your identification with Him in death only becomes
real in so far as you accept this as a fact, act upon it and thank
God for it. In Galatians 5: 16 we read, "Walk in the Spirit, and ye
shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh." Here, He doesn't say, "Try not
to fulfill the lust of the flesh and then ye will walk in the spirit."
This would never work. God says "Walk in the Spirit!" That means
that every step you take you must take in total dependence upon the
One Who has come to indwell you by His Spirit, the Lord Jesus. You
can't take a step, you can't take one single move apart from an attitude
of total dependence upon the One Who lives within you. God says
if you will walk, then walk step by step, by step, in this attitude of
complete dependence. It is then that you will discover Him to be
adequate and all sufficient. Now He will deal with that old nature of
yours. He will keep that old nature in the place of death so that you
will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh. Now this is the principle which
must always be maintained by an attitude of dependence. Until you
are prepared to act on the assumption that this is a fact and thank
God for it, it will remain to you merely a theory.
Oh, people give mental consent to the fact, but it has never been
translated into a real experience because they have never personally
received and appropriated Christ as Saviour. But there are also
countless Christians who have known and given mental consent to
the fact that Jesus Christ is within them, yet they have never acted
upon the assumption. Let me test you in a very simple way. If what
we have been discovering is true, as God's Word declares it to be, then
you were born with an old sinful nature called "the flesh." When
you were born again, however, you received, as God's gift, a new
divine nature by the Holy Spirit. But as a Christian you possess two
natures, one called the flesh, incorrigibly bad, and one the Holy Spirit,
or Christ, incorrigibly good. One had Satanic origin, the other divine
origin, two natures.
How long have you been a Christian? Have you allowed God to
give you strength, victory, power, guidance and patience? Have you
asked Him ever to give you these things? Did you ever really stop to
think what you were doing? If you asked Him to give you strength,
through which of these two natures which you now possess as a
Christian, are you asking Him to give strength! Is it the old
nature? Is God likely to give you any encouragement whatever to
reform or improve that old wicked sinful nature of yours? No, God
will give you no encouragement. He can't answer your prayers. He
cannot give you strength for that old nature. He has repudiated it.
He says, "In it dwells no good thing." He sentenced it to death, and
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He has executed that sentence in the person of His Son. So there is
no point in your asking God to give strength for that old nature.
What other nature do you possess? You possess Christ Himself. Is
there any intelligent purpose in asking God the Father to give strength
to God the Son who lives within you? Well, of course not. Don't
you see that every time you ask for strength, you are repudiating the
fact of Christ's presence within you? You are crediting yourself with
the right to be strengthened. So far as that old wicked nature of yours,
God has only credited you with the right to die. You have given
yourself to Christ that He might bury you, that He might give
Himself to you in the part of His resurrection. It is gloriously,
eternally true concerning your life in Christ, that your life is hid
with God. Let us thank Him for the fact and from now on thank
Him that the One Who is in you is your strength and your victory.
He is your future and all that you need any time under any circum
stances. You will have discovered the glory of the victorious adventure
of walking by faith in Him as you were redeemed by faith.

We thank Thee, Lord Jesus, because Thou didst indwell us in
all the matchless power of Thy resurrection. Oh, forgive us for being
so faithless, for being so unbelieving, for being so slow and stupid
to understand that for which WI! have become. We cannot be wealthier
than we are. We need not be less. How we thank Thee for this, for
Thy name's sake. Amen.

The Spirit's Permanent Home
for us to understand that the Holy Spirit is the One
I t byis important
Whom Jesus Christ Himself, dwells within us. The Father
gave the Son a body over 1900 years ago, fashioned in the womb of
Mary, which He occupied and which body He presented to the Father
that the Father through Him might fulfill His redemptive purpose.
On the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit was first given to
forgiven sinners, the church waited at Christ's command to be endued
with power from on high.
The Lord Jesus had a new body, a body made of many members.
You and I are the members in particular of His body. The Lord Jesus
is not only the head of the body but the life content by the presence
of His Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is One by whom the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself inhabits your domain. This is a most important truth.
It will save you from a tremendous amount of confusion if you will
always think of the Holy Spirit as the One by whom the Lord Jesus
lives in you. He credits you with all the fulness of the Godhead bodily
which is to be found in the person of God's dear Son. In Second
Corinthians, Paul exhorts: "Examine yourselves whether ye be in the
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faith, prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that
Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates? (II Cor. 13:5). The
acid test of the genuineness of your faith is that Christ Jesus is in you.
The word "reprobate" simply means, "pride tested and discovered
to be counterfeit." It means one who is discovered to be at fault,
therefore, repudiated and rejected Christians. What Paul is saying
to the Corinthians is that unless Jesus Christ is in them, whatever
profession of faith they might make, whatever organizational, or
denominational affiliation they might boast, if Jesus Christ is not in
them, they are found to be a counterfeit. They are therefore, repudiated
and rejected. You see, it is only the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ
by His indwelling Holy Spirit that characterizes the genuineness of
your claim or mine to a living faith. This is the faith that has brought
us reconciliation to God through His death. It has brought to us the
gracious presence of His Holy Spirit crediting us with His resurrection
life.
"Christ in you, the hope of glory." This is the entire mystery
which has now become an open secret. It may now be published far
and wide. It tells that the Lord Jesus Christ, having died that we
might be redeemed, rose again to live in us. Now we saw that the
life He lived on earth was never designed by God to be an example
that we should copy. The life He lived then in its sinlessness qualified
Him for the death He died. This was an atoning death which paid
our debt and made it possible for God to restore to us His Ho1y Spirit.
But now, in restoring to us His Holy Spirit, there is restored to us in
His Person, the very life of Jesus Christ. The life He lived qualified
Him for the death He died. The death He died qualified you and me
as forgiven sinners to become the recipients of the life He lived
given to us by the presence, the gracious abiding presence, of His
Holy Spirit. Perhaps this will help us more fully to understand what
Paul meant when he prayed of the Ephesian church that they might
be strengthened with God's life by His Spirit in the inner man so
that Jesus Christ might dwell in their hearts. The Holy Spirit is
not only given to us that we might have life anew, but also coming
to our human spirit, that He might invade our whole soul and
establish within that human personality the complete and unchalleng
able sovereignty of Jesus Christ.
The verse suggests that, "May Christ through your faith actually
settle down, make his permanent home, in your heart." This is Paul's
fervent prayer. It is possible for the Holy Spirit to indwell your
human spirit and yet be frustrated in His attempt to occupy your
life and emotions. The purpose is that each factor in your human
personality might come under Christ's rule, making it possible for
Him to express what He is in terms of your behaviour. The spiritual
resurrection which is yours by the restoration of the Holy Spirit to
your human spirit is designed in God's purpose to bring about a
moral resurrection. I wonder whether the Lord Jesus Christ has been
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able to take up His permanent abode, settling down and making His
home in the areas of your thinking, affections, and will. Is it possible
now for the Lord Jesus simply to be Himself as and when He will
in you and through you? When your will obeys your mind with
the full consent of your emotions, then your mind, emotions and
will are ·in harmony. When your mind, emotions and will are in
perfect harmony, then you have peace; you are not at war inside;
you are not tom by inner conflicts and frustrations. When your mind
is at sword's point with your emotions and your will is diametrically
opposed to your mind, then you're just a bundle of tense stresses and
strains. But when your mind is yielded to the sovereignty of the
Lord Jesus, subject to the Christ rule, then your life is brought into
an harmonious state of peace. Now this is "the peace of God that
passeth all understanding." When your mind, emotions and will have
been yielded to the Christ rule, it means that He can express Himself
in terms of your human personality. I wonder if you really enjoy this
peace. That's why to those who recognize the total sovereignty of
Jesus Christ there is a happy birth right to rejoice ever more. Paul
says "Care ye for nothing. Be anxious for nothing. Worry about
nothing. Carry no heavy burdens upon your shoulder but with prayer
and supplication make your request known with thanksgiving in the
consciousness that the One who has come to indwell you is gloriously
adequate to deal with every situation as it arises" This submissiveness
to the established sovereignty of the Lord Jesus within your soul is
the peace that passeth understanding.

Lord Jesus, teach us this kind of peace. Give us to know this kind
of walk by faith. May Thy Holy Spirit so strengthen us with might
in our inner man that Thou mayest have complete unchallenged
access to all our thinking, to all our affections, and to all our wills.
May our bodies become the temple of the living God. And this we
pray for Thy name's sake, Amen.
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THE HEAVENLY GUEST
by Annie Johnson Flint
If you open the door and let Christ in
He will come as a courteous guest;
He will take the space that you give Him
And will leave you all the rest;
If you crowd Him out of your largest room
And give Him a corner small,
If you scarcely remember that He is there
And speak of Him not at all.
Ah, then He may grieve when He sees your mind
By the cares of the world possessed,
When your feet have strayed and your soul is faint
And your heart by grief opprest;
But He cannot comfort and lift and guide
And help as He longs to do. . . .
Where He sits apart in your House of life
For you have not asked Him to.
Oh, make Him the Master of all you have,
The Lord of your heart and soul,
Yield all yourself for His dwelling-place
And let Him take the whole;
He will do with you. He will work for you.
He will reign in your life alone,
And you'll find the blessing that you have missed
And the joys you have never known.
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